
 
 



Shirley Ford 

 

Shirley is an original member or our first small staff and has the distinction of being one of the 

Los Angeles Parents Union’s founders along with former staff member Mary Najera and current 

Parent Revolution board member Karen Robinson. Shirley is a dedicated, outspoken leader on 

behalf of education reform and parent’s rights, and her leadership on these important issues is 

recognized throughout California and nationwide. Shirley is a preeminent organizer, who played 

a central role in our campaign that lead to the successful passage of LAUSD’s Public School 

Choice Resolution. Her tireless efforts were also instrumental in the narrow passage of 

California’s Parent Trigger law – the first in the nation. Shirley serves in a variety of roles for 

Parent Revolution, including Senior Organizer and Director of African-American Affairs. 

 

Her passion for parent’s rights and quality public education comes from her own experience 

raising her boys. Two of her sons, Robert and Hamid, were given the opportunity to attend Green 

Dot public schools and are now both are enrolled in college, the first in their family to do so. 

Shirley has seen firsthand that great public schools are possible and that all children can learn, 

and is passionate about empowering parents to obtain great schools for their children, especially 

children in under-served and historically marginalized communities. Shirley is not only the 

mother of three wonderful sons, but also a proud grandmother of two.  

 

 


